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MEMBER FOR RIVERTON 
Resignation from Cabinet - Personal Explanation 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton) [7.00 pm] - by leave:  Last month, at the request of the Premier, I resigned my 
position in the cabinet because my conduct had contributed to the undermining of confidence in the government, 
and indeed the confidence in all elected representatives in this place.  Through a telephone conversation with 
lobbyist Julian Grill about my annual Riverton campaign fundraising event, I inadvertently blurred the separation 
of the spheres of responsibility in which all members of Parliament operate.  Those spheres are most obviously 
defined by my role as a political candidate in the state’s elections, as a member of the Legislative Assembly in 
the Western Australian Parliament and, as I was then, a minister in the executive of the state’s government.  I 
made an error in allowing two separate matters to be discussed within a single telephone conversation and accept 
that this has given rise to a possible perception that I could be compromised by this action.  My discussion of 
electorate fundraising and an oblique reference to a planning matter in the same conversation with Julian Grill 
have allowed the suggestion to be made that these matters were connected in my mind and that I had a conscious 
link between these two matters at the time of the conversation.  There was never a connection between these two 
matters in my mind and there was never any plan or idea for wrongful use of my office. 
I made the phone call to Julian Grill on the spur of the moment because sales to my fundraiser were a bit slow 
and I want to discuss the implications of cancelling the event.  I got it wrong and I should never have made the 
call.  This was a major mistake with massively adverse impacts on the government and me, and it allowed all of 
the wrong perceptions to be drawn from that action.  I regret very much that my actions have embarrassed a good 
government and brought real distress to people who matter to me. 

The circumstances giving rise to my resignation are these: the Corruption and Crime Commission had a line of 
inquiry into whether there had been misconduct in relation to decisions surrounding the Gingin shire town 
planning scheme No 9.  I was the Acting Minister for Planning and Infrastructure for two periods last year and 
was dealing with all of the proposals contained within the town’s new plan.  Mr Grill was a lobbyist engaged by 
Mr David Lombardo to assist in progressing his company’s Millbank on Moore subdivision.  At the direct 
request of Mr Lombardo, I reviewed my decision in relation to the Millbank on Moore development.  On 
9 October last year, and on the recommendation of the Department of Planning and Infrastructure, I determined 
that as the obligation for public advertising had already been satisfied, the reduced development proposal did not 
need to repeat this process.  As far as I am aware, there have been no challenges to either the merit or process of 
my decision in this matter by any party.  The evidence shows that on 11 October last year, the State Solicitor’s 
Office and the WA Planning Commission informed the Millbank proponent and the Gingin shire of my 
determination.  On that same day I had a discussion with Julian Grill about a Riverton campaign fundraising 
event planned for the following week and at the start of that conversation made a reference to a planning inquiry 
made by Grill some two months previously.  This was an unconscious combination of two separate matters on 
my part but, in any event, it has allowed a perception to be formed that I broke the membrane separating my 
ministerial responsibility and my political fundraising efforts. 

I say again that these two elements were never linked in my mind and there was never any corrupt intent on my 
part.  Indeed, I say that an examination of the sequence of events shows that there could be no leverage between 
the two matters in the way suggested in the course of recent CCC hearings.  Further, I say to the house that I 
have never sought personal or political advantage through my position and I never would. 

My family and I have found the last few weeks very difficult and we are deeply grateful for the generous support 
of many hundreds of people from across my electorate of Riverton and the state.  I apologise unreservedly to 
everyone affected adversely by my lapse in judgement.  That includes the Premier, my former cabinet 
colleagues, members of the government and indeed all parliamentarians who have been drawn into this vortex of 
a sense of lack of integrity now shrouding the Parliament.  I am now working assiduously to clear this stain from 
my name and from my professional standing. 

House adjourned at 7.05 pm 
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